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SECRETS 
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OF  THE 
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The  author  of  the  following  pages 
is  not  aware,  that  it  is  ufual  to  requejl  any  man, 
to  lend  his  cane  for  the  purpofe  of  having  it 
laid  acrofs  his  fhoulders ;  but  to  what  lengths 
will  not  a  laudable  fpirit  of  inveftigation  carry 
men  ?  An  order  of  admiffion  within  the  walls 
of  the  Bajlille  (the  hackney-coachman’s  name 
for  it)  it  feems,  was  applied  for.  And  it  having 
been  granted  by  fome  Magiftrate,  the  Houfe  of 
Correction  is  vifited,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking 
the  dimenlions  of  the  cells,  and  reporting  the 

A  %  miferies 
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miferies  of  their  inhabitants:  it  was  not  con- 

_ .  . -f»  ».  *..*.*  ... 

ceived  that  any  life  could  be  made  of  this  order, 
which  candour  and  a  fair  reprefentation  would 
not  fully  juftify ;  and  any  report  from  the 
prifon  that  was  fair  and  candid,  the  Magi- 
ftrates  had  no  reafon  to  wifh  fhould  be  with- 
holden  from  the  public  eye.  They  were  vain 
enough  to  hope,  that  the  fyftem  eftablifhed  in 
that  place  of  confinement  would  abide  the 
moft  minute  inveftigation  :  and  they  were 
fupported  in  this  hope  by  the  favourable  re¬ 
port  of  many  philanthropic  vifitors,  who  left 
the  prifon-gate  with  the  moft  favourable  im- 
preffions  of  the  whole  fyftem  on  which  it 
is  conducted;  and  were  agreeably  furprized 
with  the  order,  the  diligence,  the  *  tran¬ 
quillity,  and  decorum  prevalent  in  every  part 
of  the  prifon.  Nay,  the  Magiftrates  have 
reafon  to  believe,  that  fome  viniors  who  came 
full  of  the  ideas  of  a  BaJIilk  in  their  minds, 
could  not  fupprefs  their  aftonifhment  at  find- 

#  I  wifh  to  obferve,  that  this  favourable  opinion  of 
the  prifon  was  received,  previoujly  to  the  commitment  of 
certain  perfons  accufed  of  treafon,  or  treafonahle  prac¬ 
tices;  Un  of  whom  have  created  more  trouble,  diforder, 
and  confuiion  in  the  prifon,  than  an  hundred  convided 
felons. 
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mg  the  prifon  in  a  ftate  of  fuch  perfect  health, 
fo  few  invalids  in  the  Infirmary,  and  the  place 
for  their  reception  fo  perfectly  inoffenfive,  fo 
clean  and  fo  full  of  comfort.  Where  then  (hall 
jhe  ground  of  accufation  be  found  ?  And  what 
difcovery  has  been  made,  to  juftify  the  charge 
brought  againft  the  Committee-  for  infpeCting 
the  management  of  this  prifon,  as  having  en¬ 
couraged  fuch  a  fyftem  of  cruelty  and  coercion, 
as  neither  the  laws  of  the  country,  nor  the 
dictates  of  humanity  can  juftify  ?  Such  a 
fyftem,  as  Clergymen  efpecially  could  not  fliffer 
to  be  eftablifhed  for  a  moment,  except  on  the 
principle  of  “  commutation  of  temporal  for 
eternal  punifliment ;  and  giving  up  the  poor 
fufferer  to  as  great  a  degree  of  torment  as  he 
is  capable  of  in  this  life,  by  way  of  Jet-off ' 
againft  the  portion  which  his  crimes  might 
expeCt  in  the  next.” 

This  conjecture,  which  is  more  nearly  allied 
to  profanenefs  than  wit,  may  perhaps  have 
excited  a  fmile  at  the  moment,  but  deferves 
not  a  word  of  ferious  reply :  except  by  pofi- 
tively  affirming,  that  no  fuch  feverity  ofpunifh- 
ment  as  is  complained  of  does  exift  in  any 
part  of  the  prifon;  that  the  whole  of  the  charge 
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is  unfounded  ;  and  that  it  is  to  be  eonfidered 
only  as  an  ignis  fatuus,  calculated  to  miflead  the 
public  mind,  and  to  confirm  the  faid  hackney- 
coachman  and  his  brethren  in  their  rooted 
opinion,  that  a  prifon,  *  without  fpirituous 
liquors— without  habitual  idlenefs— without 
promifcuous  intercourfe  of  the  fexes — without 
connection  with  felons,  and  other  offenders 
not  in  confinement — cannot  deferve  a  better 
name  than  that  of  a  B  aft  ill e. 

The  public,  however,  will,  in  fpite  of  any 
witticifms,  take  the  liberty  to  judge  for  them- 
felves  ;  but  as  they  may  not  with  for  the 
trouble  of  a  perfonal  enquiry,  they  may  per¬ 
haps  go  a  fhorter  way  to  obtain  fatisfaCtion, 
by  bellowing  a  few  leifure-minutes  on  the 
following  detail  of  facts;  upon  the  truth  of 
which  they  may  fafely  rely,  although  they 
fhould  look  in  vain  for  a  fignature  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  thefe  Memoirs. 

#  I  with  I  could  flatter  myfelf,  or  my  readers,  that 
the  fame  care  was  taken  in  other  prifons,  which  have 
not  been  fo  narrowly  infpe&ed  for  the  purpofes  of  in¬ 
formation  as  that  before  us. 


The 
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V  i  .  ' 

The  narrative  (hall  be  as  fhort  as  the  nature 
of  the  fubjeCt  will  admit ;  blit  as  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  go  as  far  back  as  to  the  very 
commencement  of  this  Syjiem  of  Terror ,  it 
cannot  be  difpatched  fo  briefly  as  we  could 
wifh. 

i 

At  the  Michaelmas  Quarter-Seflions,  in  the 
year  1794,  the  Houfe  of  Correction  in  Cold- 
Bath-Fields,  (the  hackney-coachman’s,  car¬ 
man’s,  chimney-fweeper’s,  and  coal-heaver’s 
Bastille)  was  declared  to  be  in  a  proper 
condition  to  receive  the  prifoners  then  confined 
in  the  Old  Bridewell,  in  another  part  of  the 
parifh  of  St.  James,  Clerkenwell :  and  fo  far 
were  the  Magiftrates  from  intending  to  render 
the  condition  of  the  prifoners  lefs  comfortable 
than  it  was  before,  that  on  their  firfi:  intro¬ 
duction  to  the  Chapel,  the  *  perfon  who  was 
appointed  to  addrefs  them,  ventures  to  con- 


*  The  Difcourfe  then  delivered,  and  here  alluded  to, 
is  in  the  Prefs,  for  the  further  fatisfadtion  of  the  public, 
who  will  there  find,  that  the  tendency  of  the  whole 
fyftem,  ah  initio ,  was  entirely  different  from  what  it  is 
conceived  to  be  by  the  hackney-coachman  and  his 
friends. 
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gratulate  (not  by  way  of  inful  ting)  his  hearers, 
on  their  change  of  fituation  fo  much  for  the 
better . 

This  building  was  erefted  at  a  very  great 
expence  to  the  county,  under  the  directions 
of  the  late  Sir  Robert  Taylor,  on  a  plan  very 
fimilar  to  that  of  Mr.  Blackburn,  for  the 
county  of  Glocefter.  The  grand  defideratum 
in  other  places  of  confinement,  viz.  the  fepa- 
ration  and  claffing  of  prifoners,  was  here  lup- 
plied,  as  well  in  compliance  with  the  laws 
refpedting  *  Penitentiary  Houfes  and  Houfes 
of  Correction,  as  in  full  conformity  with  the 
ideas  of  two  of  the  molt  benevolent  writers 
on  the  fuhjedt,  Mr.  Howard ,  and  the  no  lefs 
celebrated  philanthropift  Mr.  Jonas  Hanway . 
Not  fewer  than  300  cells  were  provided  for  the 
reception  of  as  many  individuals  ;  and  thefe 
(we  are  forry  to  have  reafon  to  apprehend)  will 
not  be  fufficient ;  when  the  termination  of  the 
war  fhall  have  difcharged  upon  the  metropolis 
its  ufual  number  of  inhabitants,  in  the  in¬ 
ferior  daffies  of  men.  At  this  period,  there 
wTas  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Governor  of  the 
Middlefex  Houfe  of  Correction ;  and  the 

*  19  G.  3.  22  G.  3.  and  31  G.  3. 
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Juftices  affembled  in  Seffion  were  not  a  little 
anxious  to  fupply  the  place  of  their  deceafed 
Officer,  with  a  perfon  as  well  qualified  as  could 
any  where  be  found,  for  a  very  arduous  and 
important  fituation.  It  was  their  care  to  fleer 
clear  of  every  thing  like  a  job,  in  the  ap¬ 
pointment;  and  *  detur  digniori  was  moll  cer¬ 
tainly  their  rule  of  conduit :  the  public  tefti- 
mony  borne  recently  in  his  favour  by  the  very 
worthy  Chairman,  who  beft  knows  his  merit, 
was  ftribfly  juft;  and  a  more  fit  perfon  could 
not  eafily  have  been  met  with,  as  well  for  the 
fervice  of  the  public,  as  for  the  proper  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  prifon,  and  the  difcreet  con- 
troul  of  its  inhabitants. 

It  will  naturally  be  fuppofed,  that  a  com¬ 
pilation  of  Rules  and  Orders,  collected  from 
the  experience  of  others,  with  the  addition  of 
fuch,  as  the  peculiar  fituation  of  this  prifon 
in  the  heart  of  the  metropolis  required,  em 
gaged  the  fir  ft  and  earlieft  attention  of  the 
Magiftrates  :  and,  as  a  ft  ill  farther  vindication 
of  their  conduct,  againft  the  charge  of  in¬ 
humanity  in  the  outlet  of  this  bufinefs,  and 

i 

#  Let  the  fitted  perfon  be  appointed. 

for 


[  IO  ] 

for  the  entire  fatisfaCtion  of  all  orders  of  men, 
from  the  Member  of  Parliament  to  the  hackney- 
coachman,  (if  perchance  he  fliould  be  able  to 
read)  a  copy  of  the  faid  Rules  and  Orders  will 
be  here  fubjoined,  by  way  of  Appendix  ;  to¬ 
gether  with  Obfervations  on  every  particular 
Regulation  ;  declaring  the  principle  on  which 
it  was  founded  ;  as  perfectly  agreeable  to  the 
ACts  of  Parliament,  in  conformity  to  which 
the  Rule  was  laid  down. 

Under  the  care  and  direction  of  Vifiting 
ices  the  management  of  the  prifon  was 
at  firlt  conducted,  and  Reports  were  regularly 
made  to  the  Seffions  every  quarter,  in  a  ftridt 
adherence  to  the  Laws  refpeCting  Houles  of 
Correction.  This  arrangement  continued 
through  the  year  1795  ;  but  in  the  Epiphany 
Seffion  of  1796,  it  was  propofed  and  ordered 
by  the  Court,  that  a  Prifon- Commit  tee,  con- 
lilting  of  near  twenty  Magiftrates,  fhould  be 
appointed,  to  infpeCt  from  time  to  time  the 
concerns  of  the  prifons,  and  make  their  re¬ 
port  thereon  to  the  Court  on  the  County  Day. 
In  confequence  of  this  appointment  fifty 
Meetings  have  been  held  ;  and  at  every  one 
of  thefe,  enquiries  have  been  made,  agreeably 

to 
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to  the  Statutes,  concerning  the  due  Regulation 
of  the  Prifon,  the  Health,  the  Maintenance, 
the  Behaviour,  and  Treatment  of  the  Fri- 
foners  ;  and  information  has  been  fought  after 
on  every  point,  wherein  the  interference  of  the 
Magiftrates  was  required.  The  days  of  meet¬ 
ing  being  fixed,  they  were  generally  known 
by  the  prifoners  ;  and  whenever  any  complaint 
has  been  made,  either  by  letter  or  otherwife, 
it  has  been  the  confkmt  practice  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  call  the  party  before  them,  and  to  liflen 
to  all  that  he  had  to  fay ;  and  where  his 
complaint  was  well  founded,  to  redrefs  the 
grievance.  On  all  thefe  occafions ,  the  attendance 
of  the  Chaplain  and  the  Surgeon,  together  with 
that  of  the  Governor,  was  invariably  expected : 
their  feveral  reports  were  taken  into  confidera- 
tion ;  and  as  perfect  a  knowledge  of  everything 
refpedting  the  interior  of  this  Bajiille  was  ob¬ 
tained,  as  the  pious  humanity  of  the  Chaplain, 
and  the  eminent  fkilfulnefs  of  the  *  Surgeon, 


*  An  offender,  who  on  his  entrance  into  this  prifon 
was  found  afffi&ed  with  an  ulcerated  leg,  which  for 
fome  time  was  judged  neceffary  to'  be  taken  off7,  was, 
by  inceflant  care,  entirely  cured,  and  is  now  fully  capable 
of  following  his  trade,  with  nearly  as  free  ufe  of  one 
leg  as  of  the  other. 


could 
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could  enable  them  to  communicate  :  from  the 
former  the  Committee  received  frequent  and 
very  pleafing  information  of  a  manifeft  amend- 
tnent  in  the  character  and  behaviour  of  the 
prifoners,  efpecially  of  young  offenders ;  and 
from  the  latter,  they  feldom  had  a  report  of 
more  than  three  or  four  perfons  (when  there 
were  two  hundred  in  the  prifon)  ferioufly  ill 
at  the  fame  time  :  and  the  fact  is,  (and  let 
the  hackney-coachman  produce,  if  he  can,  a 
iimilar  Bill  of  Health  in  an  equal  number  of 
Inis  affociates,  throughout  the  metropolis)  that 
from  the  ift  of  January,  1796,  to  the  18th 
of  December,  1798,  not  fewer  than  three 

THOUSAND  SIX  HUNDRED  AND  NINE  prifoners 

have  been  committed,  and  that  of  this  number 
only  sixteen  in  the  two  years  have  died; 
making  an  average  of  about  one  prifoner  in 
two  hundred  and  twenty-four  :  a  fad 
which  affords  the  fulleft  anfwer  to  every  im¬ 
putation  brought  againft  the  ftate  and  condition 
of  this  prifon,  as  deftrudive  of,  or  even  inju¬ 
rious  to,  the  health  of  its  inhabitants.  The 
reader  will  recoiled,  if  a  further  vindication  of 
the  healthinefs  of  the  prifon  be  necefiary,  in 
what  an  ill  ftate  of  health,  in  confequence  of 
their  vicious  irregularities,  and  under  what  un¬ 
favour- 
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favourable  circumftances,  many  of  thofe  un¬ 
happy  perfons  are  received  within  thefe  walls ; 
and  then  his  only  ground  of  aftonifhment  will 
be,  tliat  fo  very  few  deaths  fhould  have  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  courfe  of  two  years 


The  Magiftrates,  who  are  able  to  bring 
forward  fuch  teftimonies  in  favour  of  this  mi- 
ferable  BaJliUe ,  now  reprefented  as  deftruftive 
of  the  lives  of  the  perfons  confined  in  it,  are 
enabled,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fmile  with  con¬ 
tempt  at  the  random-charges  levelled  agalnft 


#  On  referring  to  the  Minutes  of  the  Prifon- Com¬ 
mittee,  I  find  that^  on  a  report  from  without  the  prifon, 
that  Smith's,  health  was  buffering  from  his  confinement, 
Hhe  wras  fent  for  more  than  once,  and  examined  as  to  his 
ftate  of  health  ;  when  it  appeared,  as  well  from  his  own 
declaration,  as  from  ocular  demonftration,  that  he /was 
in  perfect  health  ;  and  himfelf  \  the  Governor  and  Surgeon 
all  declared,  that  he  was  then  a  much  ftouter  man  than  he 
was  at  the  time  of  his  commitment. 


It  is  alfo  obfervable,  that  two  prifoners  were  brought 
before  the  Committee,  previoufly  to  their  difcharge,  one 
of  whom  had  been  confined  two  years  and  a  half,  and 
for  a  confiderable  time  in  a  more  than  ordinary  ftate  of 
coercion,  for  refractory  behaviour ;  and  the  other  for 
two  years  ;  and  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  find  two 
more  healthy  countenances  than  were  exhibited  on  that 
occafion. 


them ; 
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them ;  although  they  cannot  flatter  the  poor 
pn Toners  with  any  hope  of  alleviation  of  their 
puniflhment  for  their  fins  in  a  future  world, 
from  any  bufferings  to  which,  under  the  proper 
adminiftration  of  the  laws,  they  are  fubjeCted 
here.  But  they  do  direct  them  to  another 
fource  of  hope  ;  by  rendering  their  imprifon- 
ment  in  a  ftate  of  folitude,  fo  favourable  to 
ferious  reflection,  fo  promotive  of  ufeful  in- 
duftry,  fo  introductory  to  habitual  fobriety, 
and  above  all  fo  inftrumental  to  proper  im- 
preffions  of  duty  towards  God  and  Man,  as  to 
become  fubfervient  to  the  future  reformation  of 
their  hearts  and  lives.  Of  this  reformation  the 
Magiflrates  have  received  many  very  flattering 
afiurances ;  not  merely  within  the  pififon, 
wherein  it  might  readily  be  fufpeCted,  that 
the  prifoner  would  (for  felfifh  purpofes)  pro- 
fefs  more  than  he  really  felt ;  but  long  after 
their  difmiffion.  They  have  had  the  fatis- 
faCtion  of  hearing  it  faid  by  reformed  delin¬ 
quents,  that  they  never  had  a  ferious  thought 
in  their  lives  till  they  came  thither— that  they 
account  it  to  be  the  happieft  event  that  ever 
befel  them,  that  they  came  within  the  dif- 
cifli  ne  of  that  houfe :  thefe  are  the  perfons  to 
which  a  reference  muft  be  had,  if  we  would 

know 
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know  the  true  name  of  this  Baflille .  They 
would  tell  us,  that  it  is  what  it  calls  itfelf, 
an  Houfe  of  CorreElion  in  its  beft  and  fulleft 
fignification :  an  houfe,  in  which  their  ftubborn 
tempers  have  been  fubdued— their  hardened 
hearts  have  been  foftened— their  ignorant  minds 
have  been  inftrucfted — their  vicious  habits  have 
been  overcome — new  habits  of  diligence  and 
fobriety  have  been  eftablifhed- — and  in  which 
they  have  learnt  the  leffon  which  is  in  every 
one's  mouth,  but  far  from  being  admitted  into 
general  practice ;  viz.  that  “  Honefty  is  the 
beft  policy  f  and  that  there  is  neither  fecurity, 
nor  peace,  nor  comfort,  in  any  courfe  of  life, 
which  is  not  lawful,  virtuous,  and  honeft. 

This  then  is  the  general  hiftory  of  the 
prifon,  and  this  the  real  condition  of  the  for¬ 
lorn  inhabitants  of  the  Bajiille :  they  have  a 
bed  *  with  proper  coverings ,  in  every  refpedt 
better  than  many  of  them  have  been  accuftomed 
to  fleep  on ;  four  days  in  every  week  they  have  a 
large  well-prepared  mefs  of  broth,  with  half 

*  A  very  great  Perfonage  was  particularly  ftruck  with 
the  accommodation  of  the  prifoners  in  this  refpe£t,  when 
his  Royal  Highnefs  was  pleafed  to  honour  this  prifon 
with  a  vifit. 


a  pound 
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a  pound  of  *  coarfe  but  wholeforne  meat  in 
it,  and  plenty  of  vegetables,  the  produce  of 
a  large  garden  which  lurrounds  the  prifon ; 
and  in  which  prifoners  for  flight  offences  are 
permitted  to  labour  :  the  work,  which  they 
are  required  to  perform,  is  adapted  to  their 
ftrength  and  ability :  they  are  not  indeed 
compelled  to  that  fort  of  hard  labour ,  wrhich 
is  only  calculated  to  give  them  a  deteftation  of 
the  name  of  labour;  but  are  required  to  be 
conftantly  induftrious ;  and  are  given  to  under¬ 
fund,  that  no  man  is  to  expedt  any  favour 
within  thofe  walls,  who  does  not  exert  him- 
felf  according  to  his  ability  to  deferve  it :  and 
thus  it  is  found  by  experience,  that  habits  of 
induftry  have  been  there  efcablifhed,  which 
continue  wTith  them  to  this  moment,  on  their 
reftoration  to  fociety.  Youths  have  been  dif- 
rniffed  well  inftrudied  in  religious  truths,  who 
literally  knew^  nothing,  that  they  ought  to  know, 
when  they  were  committed:  and  fome  adults 
have  actually  learned  and  required  a  proficiency 
in  trades  within  the  prifon,  which  have  fur- 

*  This  is  in  a  ftri£t  conformity  to  the  Statute,  in 
which  this  very  expreflion  is  made  ufe  of. 

j-  This  alfo  is  agreeable  to,  and  in  the  very  terms  of, 
the  A 61  of  Parliament. 

niched 
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riifhed  them  with  better  means  of  fubfiftence 
on  their  difcharge,  than  ever  they  would  have 
had  in  their  whole  lives. 

.  ’  . '  _  t 

In  fhort,  if  the  Magiftrates  have  erred,  it 
is  on  the  fide  which  is  oppofite  to  that,  for 
which  their  con  dud;  has  been  fo  unjuftly  re¬ 
probated;  and  they  are  more  open  to  the 
charge  of  having  done  too  much,  than  too 
little,  for  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  the  pri- 
foners  :  they  feem  to  have  felt,  that  it  was  a 
fufficient  punifhment  for  moft  crimes,  that 
they  fhould  be  feparated  from  their  families, 
abridged  of  their  liberty,  compelled  to  labour 
(which,  though  ultimately  beneficial  to  them* 
is  fuppofed  to  be  not  very  pleafant  to  perfons 
habituated  to  vicious  idlenefs)  and  to  have  no 
other  fubfiftence  than  bread  and  water  for 
three  days  out  of  the  feven  :  the  Magiftrates 
fuppofed,  that  few  perfons  in  their  lenfes 
would  ever  be  indifferent  about,  much  lefs 
would  wantonly  expofe  themfelves  to,  a  fen- 
tence  of  imprifonment  in  this  place,  under 
all  its  advantages  :  but  they  had  no  idea,  nor 
can  all  the  rhetoric  which  has  been  difplayed 
on  the  occafion  convince  them,  that  it  is  in 
any  degree  a  place  of  torture ;  but  a  pjace  in 

B  the 
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the  very  conftitutionof  which,  the  fundamental 
principle  is  punilhment  inflidted  with  dif- 
cretion,  and  tempered  with  mercy. 

*  n 

The  Magiftrates,  who  have  been  honoured 
with  the  moil:  public  declaration  of  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  Kenyon’s  approbation  of  their 
conduct  in  the  management  of  this  prifon, 
would  regard  the  cenfures  of  cafual  infpedtors 
for  particular  purpofes,  as  utterly  unworthy 
of  refutation,  were  it  not  incumbent  on  them, 
for  their  own  fakes  as  well  as  others,  to  give 
every  degree  of  fatisfadtion  to  the  public  on  a 
.  fubjedt,  wherein  the  peace  of  mind  of  fo 
many  individuals  is  immediately  concerned. 

I  ihould  here  take  my  leave,  did  I  not  feel 
myfelf  impelled  to  contribute  my  ihare  of 
vindication,  refpedting  the  condudt  of  Govern¬ 
ment  towards  the  moll:  dangerous  defcription 
of  prifoners,  I  mean  thofe  committed  on  fuf- 
picion  of  treafon,  and  for  feditious  practices. 

The  Magiftrates  have  too  much  refpedt  for 
that  authority,  by  which  prifoners  of  this  deno¬ 
mination  ftand  committed  to  the  Houfe  of  Cor¬ 
rection,  in  any  degree  to  arraign  their  condudt ; 
although  they  cannot  fupprefs  the  declaration  of 

4  their 
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their  wifh,  that  any  other  place  of  confinement 
had  been  preferred  ;  as  it  is  moft  certain,  that 
they  have  proved  the  moft  turbulent,  refrac¬ 
tory,  and  ungovernable,  of  any  perfons  within 
thofe  walls.  They  have  uniformly  retained, 
and  on  all  occafions  ftiewn,  when  it  has  been  in 
their  power,  the  fame  fpirit  which  brought 
them  thither ;  and  as  they  fhew  no  difpofition 
to  relent,  they  will,  beyond  a  doubt,  manifeft 
it,  as  opportunity  fliall  offer,  whenever  they 
are  difcharged. 

The  Royal  Perfonage  above  alluded  to,  had 
a  fpecimen  of  ingenuity  produced  to  him,  as 
delineated  on  the  whited  wall  of  one  of  thefe 
prifoner’s  cells ;  which  decency  and  profound 
refpedt  for  our  moft  amiable  and  moft  gracious 
Sovereign  forbid  me  particularly  to  defcribe  : 
but  it  was  an  effort  of  genius,  demonftrative  of 
the  ut moft  depravity  of  heart,  and  of  a  dif- 
affedted  propenfity  of  mind,  which  no  loyal 
fubjedt,  nor  any  true  friend  to  his  country, 
could  behold  without  abhorrence.  The  artift, 
being  interrogated  on  the  fubjedt:,  faid  with  a 
fneer,  that  it  was  merely  for  his  amufement, 
and  with  no  evil  intention  whatfoever: — be¬ 
lieve  him,  who  will. 

B  2 
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The  complaint  againft  the  *  feverities  exer- 
cifed  in  this  prifon  having  been  chiefly  brought 
forward,  as  they  refpedt  thefe  fufpebted  traitors, 
and  convidted  libellers,  (for  thieves  and  felons 
are  expoled  to  equal  fufferings  unnoticed 
and  unpitied)  it  is  neceflary,  that  it  fhould  be 
fhewn,  in  what  manner  Government  has  con¬ 
tributed  to  their  comfort  and  fupport.  They 
have  been  under  an  allowance  of  13s.  4d. 
per  week,  be  fide  s  the  prifon- allowance  of 
bread,  fince  April  laft ;  which  is  fo  faithfully 
expended,  that  the  writer  has  feen  plates  of 
meat  drefled  and  prepared  in  the  moft  decent 
manner,  of  the  firft  ■f*  quality,  and  amply  fuffi- 

#  The  complaint  which  has  been  made  of  the  mif- 
flatement  of  what  is  faid  in  the  courfe  of  Parliamentary 
Debates  is,  I  believe,  but  too  wrell  founded  :  but  who 
can  have  more  juft  ground  of  complaint  than  the  perfon, 
whom  the  Papers  have  fo  erroneoufly  reported  to  have 
flat-ed,  that  Colonel  Defpard  could  only  converfe  with  his 
wife  through  the  grating  of  the  prifon  gate,  when  he 
knows,  that  on  his  vi lit  at  the  prifon  he  left  the  Colonel 
and  his  wife  fitting  together  in  a  room,  and  converfmg 
with  each  other,  near  a  comfortable  fire !  ! 

t  Complaint  having  been  made  by  thefe  mal-contents, 
that  their  meat  was  of  an  inferior  fort,  and  bought  at  a 
cheap  rate,  the  writer  of  thefe  pages  examined  the 
Eutcher’s  bills,  and  faw  that  the  firft  price  was  given  for 
every  article  with  which  thefe  prifoners  were  fupplied. 

dent 
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cient  in  quantity,  ferved  up  in  away,  he  ven¬ 
tures  to  fay,  as  proper  in  every  refpedt  as  moil 
of  them  have  ever  feen  prepared  at  their  own 
tables.  In  addition  to  this,  an  indulgence  has 
lately  been  granted  them,  which,  fo  far  as  it 
extends,  is  utterly  fubverfive  of  the  difcipline 
of  the  prifon,  and  which  liberty  they  have 
moft  indecently  abufed ;  they  are  buffered  to 
dwell  together  in  a  way,  which,  if  they  are 
fuch  as  they  are  fufpedted  to  be,  will  render 
them  probably  much  more  mifchievous  to 
fociety,  than  if  they  had  been  continued  in 
their  ftate  of  feparation  :  they  have  now  full 
leifure  for  a  free  communication  of  their  ideas, 
their  plans,  and  future  projects,  if  they  fhould 
have  the  fame  good  fortune,  which  others  have 
met  with  under  fimilar  circumftances.  What¬ 
ever  may  have  been  the  offence  of  the  Ma- 
giftrates  refpefl'ing  the  other  prifoners,  the 
Members  of  Adminiftration  are  chargeable 
with  nothing  but  a  degree  of  indulgence 
bordering  on  indifcretion  in  the  cafe  before  us  : 
and  all  we  have  to  hope  for  is,  that  they  will 
not  reap  any  corrupt  fruits  from  their  well 
intended  humanity. 
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To  the  qneftion,  Whether  a  man  convicted 
of  a  libel  ought  to  be  treated  like  a  convicted 
felon,  which  teems  to  be  confidered  as  a  moft 
xmreafonable  and  difproportionate  punilhment, 
we  have  no  hefitation  in  anfwering,  that 
whether  the  libel  be  directed  againft  an  in¬ 
dividual,  or  againft  a  body  of  men  ;  whether 
againft  the  conftitution,  or  the  perfons  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs, 
or  in  any  other  cafe,  wherein  the  characters 
of  men  are  materially  concerned,  from  the 
Prime  Minifter  to  the  leaft  confiderable  Ma- 
giftrate,  the  obfervation  will  hold  good,  to 
the  full  conviction  of  the  Libeller,  as  a  far 
more  mifchievous  member  of  fociety  than  the 
Thief  : 

That  he  who  {teals  my  purfe,  heals  trafh - - 

But  he  who  filches  from  me  my  good  name, 

Robs  me  of  that  which  not  enricheth  him, 

And  makes  me  poor  indeed, 

I  will  only  add,  that  the  Magiftrates,  with 
whom  I  have  the  honour  to  aCt,  will  ever  feel 
themfelves  indebted  to  thofe  Gentlemen  who 
flood  forth  in  their  defence ;  perfectly  fecure, 
when  their  caufe  is  fo  ably  fupported  by  per¬ 
fons,  who  have  made  ftriCl  enquiries  into  the 

real 
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real  ftate  of  the  prifon,  and  into  the  treatment 
of  the  prifoners  ;  and  who  are  able  from  their 
own  perfonal  knowledge  to  declare,  that  the 
Houfe  of  Correction  for  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex  is  moft  grofsly  libelled  by  the  hackney- 
coachman,  whenever  he  reports,  that  he  fet 
down  his  fare  at  the  Bastille, 
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RULES,  ORDERS, 


AND 

REGULATIONS, 

FOR  THE 

MANAGEMENT 

OF  THE 

ioufe  of  Corrertton 

FOR  THE 

COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX: 

WITH 

BSERVATIONS  ON  THE  SEVERAL  PARTICULARS. 


THE  THIRD  EDITION* 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


The  Editor  of  the  following  Pages  cam 

O  o 

not  excufe  himfelf  from  acknowledging  the 
obligation  under  which  he  lies  to  the  labours 
of  Sir  George  Onesiphorus  Paul,  Bart, 
for  the  affiftance  which  he  derived  as  well 
from  the  writings  as  the  converfation  of  that 
able  Magiftrate,  on  the  very  important  fub~ 
je£t  to  which  thefe  regulations  are  applied. 
So  far  as  they  have  been  hitherto  tried,  they 
juftify  the  moft  fanguine  expectations,  that 
very  beneficial  effects  will  be  produced  from 
a  due  inforcement  of  them  ;  which  will  not 
fail  to  be  the  cafe,  fo  long  as  the  fuccefs  of 
this  great  undertaking  fhall  be  confidered  by 
the  Magiftrates,  as  an  objed;  deferving  their 
ut  mo  ft  vigilance  and  attention. 


TO 


WILLIAM  MAINWARING,  Esq. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  SESSIONS, 

A  REPRESENTATIVE  IN  PARLIAMENT 

OF  THE 

:  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX, 

AND 

ONE  OF  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THAT  SOCIETY! 

AT  WHOSE  REQUEST 

THE  FOLLOWING  RULES  AND  ORDERS, 
(compiled,  digested,  and  prepared, 

UNDER  HIS  INSPECTION) 

ARE  NOW  REPUBLISHED, 

They  are  infcribed, 

With  the  utmoft  RefpeT, 

mm 

By  his  mod  obliged 
And  faithful  humble  Servant, 
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THE  EDITOR. 


General  Divillon  of  the  Prifoners  in 
the  Houfe  of  Correction, 


CLASS  I. 

Prifoners  convicted  of  Felonies  ;  and  other 

atrocious  Offenders, 

CLASS  II. 

Prifoners  convi&ed  of  lejfer  Offences . 


CLASS  III. 

Prifoners  committed  for  Trial \ 


(  3°  ) 


VISITING  JUSTICES. 


T  HE  Appointment  of  two  Justices  at 
the  Seffions  to  vifit  the  Prifon  twice  a  Week, 
or  oftener,  feems  abfolutely  neceffary ;  whofe 
Report  of  the  State  and  Management  of  the 
Prifon  fhall  be  delivered,  in  Writing,  on  their 
Refignation  of  their  Charge  on  the  County 
Day  of  the  Seffion,  when  a  Re-appointment 
fhall  take  place,  in  fuch  Manner  as  fhall  be 
judged  to  be  moft  convenient* 
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THE  PRINCIPAL  OBJECTS  OF  THE 

VISITING-JUSTICES  ENQUIRY. 

I. 

IS  the  Prifon  in  a  State  of  perfedt  Se¬ 
curity  ? 

IL 

Are  the  Prifoners  properly  maintained* 
refpedling  the  Articles  of  Prifon-allowance, 
Beds,  Clothing,  Cleanlinefs  ? 

III. 

Are  the  Sick  duly  attended  by  the  Surgeon 
and  Apothecary  ?  And  are  Minutes  entered 
by  him  in  a  Book  provided  for  that  Purpofe ; 
naming  the  number  of  fick  Prifoners  upon 
every  Vifit,  and  the  Nature  of  their  Dif- 
eafes  ? 

IV. 

Is  there  any,  and  what,  Care  taken  of  the 
Prifoners5  Inftrudtion  in  religions  Duties  ? 
,  And  is  their  Attendance  on  Divine  Service 
duly  enforced  ? 


V.  Is 


Is  the  Sentence  on  convifted  Prifoners 
properly  carried  into  Execution  ? 

VI. 

Are  the  Prifoners  ufefully  and  conftantly 
employed,  as  direfted  by  the  2  2d  Geo,  III. 
c.  Ixiv.  f.  7  ? 

VIL 

Are  the  Books,  containing  the  Account 
of  the  Prifoners’  Labour,  properly  kept  ? 


RULES, 


RULES,  &c. 


i. 

THE  GOVERNOR. 

rn 

X  O  order  every  Prifoner,  upon  his  or  her 

m 

Commitment,  to  be  ft  ripped  and  cleaned, 
and  to  be  ftiorn  or  fhaved,  if  neceffary,  and 
the  Cloaths  fumigated,  baked,  or  deftroyed* 

REMARK. 

THIS  Caution  is  extremely  necefTary,  as  the  Pre- 
fervation  of  Health  within  the  Gaol  greatly  depends 
upon  it.  In  fome  Prifons,  Bathing  is  too  indifcrimi- 
nately  prefcribed,  which  we  apprehend  may,  in  many 
Cafes,  be  attended  with  Danger,  and  productive  of 
Mifchief. 

II. 

To  be  exa£i  in  clafling  and  feparating  the 
prifoners,  according  to  the  Nature  of  their 
Offences ;  never  exercifing  a  difcretionary 
Power  when  his  Orders  are  pofitive,  and 
taking  particular  Care  that  the  Male  and 

C  Female 
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Female  Prifoners  have  no  Intercourfe  with 
each  other* 


REMARK. 

THIS  Direction  cannot  be  too  carefully  attended  to; 
the  indifcriminate  Intercourfe  of  Offenders  of  all  Sorts 
being  one  of  the  great  Evils  here  intended  to  be  re¬ 
medied. 

IIL 

To  provide  a  proper  Book,  to  be  kept  as 
a  Journal  of  the  daily  Events  of  the  Prifon ; 
fuch  Journal  to  be  produced,  when  called  for 
by  the  Vifiting  Juftices. 

REMARK. 

It  is  not  only  neceflary  that  a  proper  Book  fhould  be 
provided,  but  that  fuch  Book  be  properly  kept  as  well 
for  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Magiftrates,  as  for  the  Juftifi- 
cation  of  the  Governor  himfelf.  The  Occurrences  to 
be  entered  either  in  his  own  Hand,  or  by  his  exprefs 
Direction,  for  which  he  is  to  be  refponfible. 

IV. 

To  execute  his  Office  in  Perfon,  and  to 
fee  every  Prifoner  in  his  Cuftody  once  at 
leaft  in  every  Day  ;  to  attend  the  Prifoners 
at  the  Chapel,  and  notice  their  Behaviour  in 
t  his 
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his  Journal :  hot  to  abfent  himfelf  for  a 
Night,  except  on  urgent  Occafions ;  enter¬ 
ing  in  the  Journal,  upon  his  Return,  the 
Caufe  of  his  Abfence  ;  and  to  take  Care  that 
his  Turnkeys,  and  other  Servants,  conftantly 
lodge  within  the  Prifon. 

REMARK. 

The  Governor  ought  certainly  to  ufe  his  utmoft  En¬ 
deavours  to  find  Perfons  for  his  Servants  in  whom  he 
may  fafely  confide  ;  and,  after  all  his  Care,  not  to  place 
too  much  Confidence  in  any  of  them  :  his  Eye  ought  to 
pervade  every  Part  of  the  Prifon,  and  his  perfonal  In¬ 
terference  is  every  where  required. 

■  V. 

To  examine  every  Day  the  State  of  each 
Cell,  in  order  to  difcover  whether  any  Means 
have  been  made  ufe  of  towards  effedlinQ-  an 

o 

Elcape,  or  whether  any  Mifchief  has  been 
done  to  any  Part  of  the  Building. 

REMARK, 

When  we  confider  the  Artifice  and  Ingenuity,  and 
alfo  the  Diffimulation  often  employed,  and  too  fre¬ 
quently  with  Succefs,  in  order  to  efcape,  we  cannot  too 
ftrongly  recommend  a  vigilant  Attention  to  this  Article. 

— •  C  2 


VI.  To 
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VI. 

To  examine  daily  the  Locks,  Bolts,  and 
Bars  of  the  Prifon,  and  the  State  of  the 
Irons  by  which  thofe  Prifoners  are  confined, 
for  whom  Coercion  is  found  neceffary ;  and 
note  his  Gbfervations,  on  both  thefe  Articles, 
every  Day  in  his  Journal. 

REMARK. 

A  ftridt  regard  to  the  firft  Part  of  this  Diredtion  is 
obvioufly  neceffary:  and  as  to  the  Coercion  here  men¬ 
tioned,  it  will  feldom  be  found  neceffary,  where  the  Go¬ 
vernor  conducts  himfelf  with  Firmnefs,  Difcretion,  and 
Humanity. 


VII. 

To  fee  that  the  Talk-mailer,  Turnkeys, 
Servants,  and  Affiftants  condu6t  themfelves 
with  Prudence,  Firmnefs,  Attention,  and 
Sobriety ;  and  that  they  be  in  all  Reipeds 
obedient  to  his  Diredion  and  Command : 
noting  in  his  Journal  fuch  Matters  refpeding 
their  Condud,  as  he  may  judge  proper  for  the 
Information  of  the  Vifitingr  Jullices. 

Q 


REMARK. 
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REMARK. 

Every  Inflance  of  their  diforderly  Condud!:,  and  efpe- 
daily  every  Infiance  of  tampering  with  the  Prifoners, 
ought  to  be  punifhed  with  immediate  Difmiffion ;  the 
Reafon  of  fuch  Difmiffion  being  affigned,  as  is  here 
diredled,  to  the  Magiflrates. 

VIII. 

The  Prifon  Allowance  to  be  one  Pound 
of  Bread  per  Day,  with  an  Addition  of  other 
wholefome  Food,  in  Proportion  to  the  Pri~ 
foner's  Labour  at  the  Difcretion  of  the  Vifit- 
ing  Juftices ;  but  no  Malt  Liquor,  nor  any 
Liquor  except  Water,  fhall,  in  any  Cafe,  be 
allowed,  except  when  prelcribed  by  the  Sur« 
geon  and  Apothecary  to  the  Sick* 


REMARK. 

As  a  Proof  of  the  fuperior  Health  of  this  Prifon, 
under  its  prefent  Regimen,  it  is  remarkable  that  our 
worthy  Chaplain,  officiating  at  Newgate,  found  the 
Prifoners,  in  the  late  fevere  Weather,  labouring  under 
inceflant  and  violent  Coughs ;  and,  returning  to  this 
Chapel,  found  no  one  coughing  but  himfelf,  and  the 
Vifiting  Magiflrate. 

The  Broth,  which  is  given  them  three  Times,  and 
fometimes  more  frequently,  in  a  Week,  has  been  found 
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to  anfwer  all  the  Purpofes  of  Support  without  the  Aid 
of  any  ftrong  Liquor  whatfoever, 

N.  B.  Since  fome  extra  hard  Labour  in  the  Saw  Pit, 
Smith’s  Shop,  See.  has  been  required,  a  Pint  of  Porter 
per  Day,  under  the  Direction  of  the  Surgeon,  has  been 
allowed  by  the  Committee  to  fuch  Prifoners, 

IX, 

To  fee,  or  order  the  Turnkeys  to  fee,  that 
the  Prifoners  daily  wafh  their  Faces  and 
Hands ;  for  which  proper  Cifterns  and  Towels 
will  be  provided  in  each  Yard  near  the  Pump ; 
that  their  Hair  be  kept  fhort,  and  conftantly 
combed,  and  that  this  be  done  before  any 
Food  is  delivered , 

REMARK. 

The  old  Obfervation,  that  Cleanlinefs  is  nearly  allied 
to  Godlinefs,  is  fo  far  true,  that  the  molt  vicious  and 
profligate  Characters  are  generally  found  molt  regardlefs 
of  perfonai  Decency.  Dr.  Newton,  in  his  celebrated 
Defcription  of  Religion,  among  other  of  her  excel¬ 
lencies,  fays  of  her,  u  That  the  keeps  herfelf  clean.” 

X. 

To  provide  Paillaffes,  or  Linen  Bags,  for 
the  Reception  of  Straw  ;  and  acquaint  the 
Vifiting  Juftices  when  any  frefh  Bedding  is 

wanted, 
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wanted,  that  the  feme  may  be  renewed,  and 
to  fee  that  the  foul  Straw,  Rags,  and  Filth 
of  every  Kind,  be  inftantly  burnt, 

REMARK. 

The  Introduction  of  thefe  Pail  lades  is  a  great  Com¬ 
fort  to  the  Prifoners,  and  will  he  a  conhderable  laving 
of  Expencc  to  the  County.  By  the  latter  Part  of  this 
Regulation,  the  general  Health  of  the  Prilon  was  im¬ 
mediately  confulted,  and,  by  its  ffxidt  Obfervanee,  will 
be  materially  promoted*  It  has  been  fuggefted^  and 
perhaps  with  good  Reafon,  that  it  would  be  Hill  more 
advifeable  to  bury  them, 

XL 

To  diredt  that  clean  Linen  be  allowed 
once  a  Week  to  fiich  Prifoners  as  wear  the 
Prifon-Drefs ;  and  to  other  Perfbns,  as  the 
Vifiting  Juftices  may,  from  Time  to  Time, 
think  proper. 


REMARK. 

It  is  not  worth  while  to  clothe  Vagrants,  and  other 
temporary  Prifoners,  with  the  Prifon-Drefs ;  yet  in 
Cafes  of  extreme  f  ilth  and  Poverty,  it  is  neceffary  that 
fome  Clothing  fhould  be  given  to  them  for  the  Sake  of 
others :  but,  in  fuch  Cafes,  they  fhould  be  required  to 
do  what  they  can  towards  earning  what  they  receive, 

C  4 


XII.  To 
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xir. 

To  have  no  Into  reft  in  any  Contrail  or 
Agreement  for  feeding  or  clothing  the  Pri- 
foners ;  but  to  take  Care  that  neither  the 
Prifoners  nor  the  County  be  defrauded,  and 
to  keep  Weights  and  Scales  for  that  Purpofe. 

REMARK, 

A  fettled  Salary,  fufRciently  liberal  for  an  Independ¬ 
ence,  is  the  beft  Security  again#  petty  Frauds  and  felfilh 
Artifices,  The  Weights  and  Scales  ought  to  be  in 
conflant  Ufe  when  Articles  of  Food,  &c.  are  brought 

in, 

XIII. 

To  take  or  receive  to  his  own  Ufe  no 
Fee,  Gratuity,  or  Emolument,  except  thofe 
allowed  by  the  Table  of  Fees,  from  any 
Perfon  whomfoever  in  his  Cuftody, 

REMARK. 

How  much  Mifchief  and  Oppreffion  will  m  Atten¬ 
tion  to  this  Rule  prevent !  and  how  prevalent  is  the 
Evil  which  it  is  defigned  to  remedy,  in  other  ill-governed 
Prifons  [ 


XIV.  To 


(  4i  ) 

XIV. 

To  attend  diligently  and  carefully  to  the 
Obfervations  moft  humanely  and  judicioufly 
made  by  Sir  George  O.  Paul,  in  his  Book 
of  Regulations  of  the  Glocefter  Prifons,  re- 
Ipefting  the  Nature,  Degree,  and  Extent  of 
folitary  Confinement,  to  mark  attentively  its 
Effedls  on  the  Prifoners,  and  make  his  Re« 
port  thereon  to  the  Vifiting  Juftices, 

REMARK, 

The  Humanity  of  this  Regulation  will  be  obvious 
to  thofe  who  are  aware  of  the  dreadful  Confequences 
which  have  been  found  to  refult  from  urging  the  Punifti- 
ment  of  folitary  Confinement  to  an  injudicious  Extreme, 

XV. 

To  regulate  the  Confinement  of  the  Pri¬ 
foners  according  to  the  different  Behaviour  of 
Offenders  ;  and  ftridtly  to  obferve  the  Rules 
and  Provifions  for  keeping  them  as  diredied 
by  the  Warrant  of  Commitment,  or  the  Sen¬ 
tence  of  the  Court, 


REMARK. 
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REMARK. 

%  - 

The  firft  Part  of  this  Rule,  if  liable  to  Abufe  through 
the  Partiality  or  Indifcretion  of  the  Governor,  will 
always  be  under  the  Controul  of  the  Vifiting  Juftices  ; 
The  latter  Part  ought  carefully  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
Ptirpofes  of  the  Committing  Magiftrates  and  of  the 
Court  may  be  carried  into  full  Effect. 

XVL 

To  take  Care  that  every  Prifoner  con- 
vidted  by  a  Jury,  and  ordered  by  the  Sen¬ 
tence  of  any  Court  to  be  kept  to  hard  La¬ 
bour,  be  kept  as  far  as  poffible  in  folitajy 
Confinement ;  and  allowed  no  Intercourfe 
with  any  Perfon  from  without  the  Prifon, 
except  by  an  Order  in  Writing  from  the 
Committing  or  Vifiting  Juftices. 

REMARK, 

The  Governor  will  retain  in  his  Mind  the  Xnftruc- 
tions  already  given  him  in  the  XIVth  Article;  and, 
under  thofe  prudent  Reftridtions,  we  apprehend  that  a 
due  Obfervance  of  this  Regulation  will  tend  very  much 
to  the  Welfare  of  the  Prifoners,  and  the  good  Order  of 
the  Prifon ;  becaufe  thereby  much  Idlenefs,  Diffipation, 
and  improper  Communication  will  be  effedtually  ex¬ 
cluded. 


XVII.  To 
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XVII. 

To  fee  that  the  fame  Regulations  be  alfb 
obferved,  refpedting  all  Prifoners  conviCted 
of  any  Offence  before  any  Juftice  or  Juftices 
out  of  Seffions ;  excepting  fuch  Intercourfe 
with  their  Friends  as  may  be  needful*  to 
prepare  them  for  their  Defence,  in  Cafes 
where  there  is  an  Appeal  or  Reference  to 
the  General  or  Quarter  Seffions,  or  other 
fuperior  Courts, 


REMARK. 

» 

All  unnecejfary  Intercourfe  from  without  the  Prifon 
is  certainly  highly  proper  to  be  forbidden ;  but  this 
Exception  is  founded  on  the  Principles  of  Juftice  and 
Humanity. 

XVIIL 

To  put  (if  he  fhall  fee  Caufe),  Handcuffs 
or  Fetters  on  any  Prifoner  who  ffiall  behave 
in  a  refractory  Manner,  or  fhew  a  Difpofi- 
tion  to  break  out  of  Prifon  ;  fuch  fettering, 
&c.  to  be  entered  in  the  Journal,  with  the 
Reafon  thereof ;  and  to  give  Notice  to  one 
of  the  Vifiting  Juftices  within  forty-eight 
Hours :  but  not  to  be  continued  more  than 

fix 
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fix  Days  without  an  Order  in  Writing  from 

J 

one  of  the  Vifiting  Juftices. 

REMARK. 

This  neceffary  Power  committed  to  the  Governor  is 
fo  guarded,  that  he  cannot,  for  any  Length  of  Time 
(if  he  were  fo  difpofed,)  fetter  any  Prifoner  under  the 
Plea  or  Imputation  of  a  fuppofed  Difpofition  to  refill  or 
efcape. 

XIX. 

To  hold  no  unneceflary  Converfation,  nor 
fuffer  his  Servants  to  do  it,  with  any  Pri¬ 
foner. 

REMARK. 

This  Prohibition  of  unneceffary  Converfation  by  no 
means  reftrains  that  proper  Intercourfe,  which  is  not 
only  allowable  between  a  fenfible  well-diipofed  Go¬ 
vernor,  and  his  thoughtlefs  Prifoner,  but  may  be  at¬ 
tended  with  the  happieft  Effedts.  All  other  Conver¬ 
fation  may  be  productive  of  much  Mifchief  to  both 
Parties. 

XX. 

To  take  Care,  that  the  neceflary  Correc¬ 
tion  be  given  with  Temper  and  Humanity, 
yet  not  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  render  it 
either  trifling  or  ridiculous ;  but  with  every 

Circumftance 
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Circumftance  of  Serioufnefs  and  Solemnity, 
and  to  be  always  given  in  the  Prefence  of 
the  Governor. 

REMARK. 

The  Sentence  of  a  private  Whipping  within  the 
Prifon,  though  many  think  it  the  only  proper  Mode  of 
infl  idling  that  difgraceful  Punifhment,  has  long  been 
confidered  as  a  Form  of  Speech,  by  which  little  or 
nothing  was  intended.  There  is  no  Reafon,  however, 
why,  efpecially  in  the  Cafe  of  young  Offenders,  it 
fhould  not  take  Place,  and  be  ferioufly  inflidled,  without 
needlefs  or  extreme  Severity;  to  prevent  which,  the 
Governor’s  Prefence  is  infilled  on. 

XXL 

To  abftain  himfelf,  and  ftri&ly  to  require 

% 

his  Servants  to  abftain,  from  all  violent  and 
angry  Expreftions ;  and  by  no  Means  to  ufe 
Oaths  or  Curfes,  under  any  Provocation 
whatfoever. 

REMARK. 

Nothing  is  more  likely  to  foften  the  Prifoner’s  Mind, 
than  a  refolute  Firmnefs  on  the  Part  of  the  Governor, 
and  his  Servants,  tempered  with  Gentlenefs  and  Huma¬ 
nity  :  Nothing  more  adverfe  to  his  Improvement,  than 
Authority  inforced  with  Hern  Profanenefs,  and  illiberal 
.Severity. 
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XXII.  It 
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XXII. 

It  being  unqueftionably  true,  that  the 
proper  Employment  of  Prifoners  is  one 
leading  Step  towards  their  Amendment,  ef- 
pecially  when  united  with  due  Degrees 
Solitary  Confinement ;  the  Governor  is  to 
provide  Means  for  fetting  to  Work  all  Per- 
fons  not  fentenced  to  hard  Labour,  and  to  fet 
thofe  to  Work,  who  are  fo  fentenced,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  Ability. 

N.  B.  It  is  very  difficult  to  enumerate  the 
feveral  Kinds  of  Works,  to  which  the  Talents 
and  Abilities  of  the  feveral  Prifoners  may  be 
mod  properly  applied;  of  this  the  Tafk- 
mafter  will  be  the  fitted:  Judge  ;  and  if  he 
underftands  his  B'ufinefs,  he  will  fo  direft 
the  Employment  of  every  Perfon,  as  to 
render  the  Work  mod:  beneficial  to  the  Pri¬ 
foners,  as  well  as  mod:  ferviceable  to  the 
Public. 

REMARK. 

Thofe  vicious  Difpoiltions,  which  Idlenefs  produced 
and  nurtured,  can  only  be  fubdued,  corrected,  and  re¬ 
formed  by  the  Introduction  and  Eftablifhment  of  Habits 
of  Induftry. 


XXIIL 
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XXIII. 

To  keep  the  Prifoners  feparate,  during 
the  Hours  of  Labour,  as  far  as  the  Nature 
of  the  Employment  will  admit* 

REMARK* 

There  are  but  few  Kinds  of  Labour  confident  with 
perfect  Solitude:  when  the  Prifoners  work  together  in 
Numbers,  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  always  under  Infpec- 
lion,  and  Silence  fliould  be  ftridlly  enjoined. 

XXIV. 

t 

To  examine  the  Contents  of  every  Parcel, 
whether  of  Food  or  Cloaths,  or  other  Mat¬ 
ter,  which  is  brought  within  the  Walls  of 
the  Prifon,  before  it  is  delivered  to  the  Pri- 
foner. 

REMARK. 

The  Intention  of  this  Regulation  is  too  obvious  to 
need  any  Comment ;  Defperation  has  been  often  found 
fo  fertile  in  Invention,  as  to  introduce  Means  of  Efcape 
in  every  poflible  Way. 


XXV. 

To  demand  of  every  Perfon,  committed 
for  fafe  Cuftody  only,  and  not  in  Execution, 

requiring 
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requiring  to  be  lodged  in  a  better  Manner 
than  the  reft  of  the  Prifoners,  and  able  to 
pay  for  a  Bed,  the  Sum  of  One  Shilling  per 
Night,  and  to  keep  one  or  more  Beds  al¬ 
ways  fit  for  Ufe,  in  Cafe  fuch  Beds  fhould 
be  wanted.  With  Refpeft  to  Liquor  for 
fueh  Perfons,  to  adhere  ftriftly  to  Rule  VI I L 

REMARK. 

This  Regulation  is  intended  to  diredl  the  Governor 
with  Refpedt  to  his  Demand  for  Lodging,  and  (till 
more  to  jullify  him  in  his  Refufal  of  Porter  and  drong 
Liquors  to  thofe  who,  under  the  Denomination  of 
Night-Charges,  have  generally  had  too  much,  before 
they  came  to  the  Prifon, 

XXVL 

To  take  Care  that  every  Prifoner,  when 
wafhed  in  the  Evening,  having  received  his 
Allowance,  be  immediately  locked  in  his 
Cell ;  and  alfo  to  admonifh  every  Prifoner, 
that  on  his  quiet  Refignation  to  the  Prifon 
Rules,  and  his  decent  Submiflion  to  the  Offi¬ 
cers,  will  depend  the  Governor’s  Report  to 
the  Vifiting  Juftices,  and  the  greater  or  lefs 
Degree  of  Indulgence  which  he  may  expedt 
to  receive. 


REMARK, 
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REMARK. 

To  the  former  Admonition  to  Cleanlinefs,  required 
by  the  IXth  Article,  is  here  added  a  Requifition  of 
general  Propriety  of  Condudi:  in  their  unhappy  Situation. 
Indulgence  is  yery  fparingly  to  be  dealt  out  in  a  Place 
of  Punilhment  s  and  never  but  in  the  Cafe  of  extraordi* 
nary  good  Behaviour. 

XXVII. 

That  the  Governor  give  every  Prifoner  to 
imderftand,  that  refra&ory  and  obftinate 
Behaviour  will  be  oppofed  by  more  than 
ordinary  Punifhment  and  Reftraint,  till  the 
Mind  of  the  Prifoner  is  fubdued, 

REMARK* 

Though  it  is  certainly  right,  as  in  the  former  Article*, 
to  convince  the  Prifoners  that  it  is  their  Intereft  to  be¬ 
have  well,  yet  it  is  not  lefs  right  to  make  them  feel 
the  Difference  of  ill  Behaviour,  by  additional  Means  of 
Coercion. 

XXVIII. 

That  the  Bufinefs  of  wafhing  for  the  Pri¬ 
foners  be  executed  by  the  Female  Prifoners ; 
and  that  they  be  allowed  fome  Proportion  of 
Recompence,  as  other  Prifoners  working  by 

D  Talk ; 
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Talk ;  that  this  Work  be  done  under  the 
Diredtion  of  fome  prudent  Female,  to  be  ap? 
pointed  by  the  Governor,  for  the  Purpofe  of 
not  only  ferving  him  as  a  Maid-Servant,  but 
of  being  employed  in  infpedting  the  Female- 
Prifoners  when  lick ;  and  affifting,  if  quali¬ 
fied  and  difpofed  fo  to  do,  in  improving  the 
Morals  of  the  Prifoners  of  her  own  Sex  ; 
fuch  Servant  to  receive  Extra-wages  for 
attending  to  the  Duties  of  the  Prifon, 

■'O'.  .  .  .  » 

REMARK. 

.  * 

The  Allowance  for  wafhing,  in  the  firft  Part  of 
this  Regulation,  is  perfectly  juft  and  reafonable;  the 
Appointment  of  a  prudent  Female,  for  the  Purpofes 
here  mentioned,  may  be  of  important  Ufe  and  Benefit 
to  the  Female-Prifoners  ;  and  the  Governor  fhould  be 
required  to  provide  fuch  a  Perfon  without  Delay* 


XXIX. 

That  he  give  Notice  to  the  Vifiting-Juf- 
tices,  or,  iri  their  Abfence,  to  the  Juftices 
at  one  of  the  Public  Offices,  when  the  Time 
of  Djfcharge  of  any  Convidt  is  approaching, 
that  fuch  Prifoner  may  be  examined  as  to 
his  or  her  legal  Settlement ;  and  if  the  Juf¬ 
tices  (hall  think  proper,  paffed  to  the  fame ; 

unlefs 

V-  .  #  y 
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unlefs  fome  creditable  Houfekeeper  fliall  ap¬ 
pear,  and  be  refponfible  for  placing  fuch 
Prifoner  in  a  State  of  immediate  Employ¬ 
ment,  to  the  Satisfadtion  of  the  faid  Juftices, 


REMARK. 

This  Regulation,  founded  on  the  4th  Section  of  the 
3 2d  G.  III.  c.  45.  it  is  hoped  will  engage  the  parti* 
cular  Attention  of  the  Governor,  and  of  the  Vifiting 
Juftices ;  that  an  immediate  Return  of  the  Prifoners  to 
A£ts  of  Delinquency,  from  mere  Necefllty,  may  be 
prevented. 

XXX. 

THE  TASK-MASTER. 

The  Talk- Matter  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Juftices ;  but  in  all  relpedts  to  be  lubordinate 
to,  and  under  the  Controul  of  the  Governor, 


REMARK. 

The  Talk-Mafter  is  to  ufe  his  own  Difcretion  as  to 
the  Mode  of  employing  the  Prifoners  j  but  in  every 
Thing  which  relates  to  the  good  Order  and  Government 
of  the  Prifon,  he  is  required  to  be  fubjedt  to  the 
Governor. 


D  2 
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XXXI. 

*  *  f 

The  firft  Bell  to  be  rung  at  Six  o*Clock 
in  the  Morning,  from  Lady -Day  to  Michael- 
mas -Day ,  and  at  Seven  o’Clock  during  the 
Winter  half  Year ;  in  Half  an  Hour  the 
fecond  Bell  to  be  rung,  and  the  Prifoners  to 
wafh  themfelves,  as  directed  by  No.  IX. 

REMARK. 

The  Regularity  refpe&ing  the  Hour  of  Call  to  La¬ 
bour,  and  the  Prifoners  being  required  to  obey  that 
Call,  will  tend  to  eftablifh  thofe  Habits  of  Punctuality, 
which  will  be  of  the  utmoft  Benefit  to  them,  when  they 
are  at  their  own  Difpofah 
!•  * 

XXXIL 

After  waffling,  the  daily  Allowance  of 
Bread  (hall  be  delivered  to  every  Prifoner, 
in  a  feparate  Loaf,  of  the  exa£l  Weight 
allowed  and  directed  by  No*  VIII* 

REMARK. 

'  *  s*  .  •  ' ■ 

The  Diftribution  of  Bread  in  a  whole  Loaf,  rathej? 
than  in  a  Divilion  of  a  Loaf,  removes  all  Pretence  for 
Pifcontent  on  the  Score  of  Partiality. 


XXXIII.  That 
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XXXIII. 

That  at  Seven  o’Clock  in  the  Morning  in 
the  Summer,  and  at  Eight  o’clock  in  the 
Morning  in  the  Winter,  on  every  Day,  ex¬ 
cept  Sunday ,  Chrifhnas-Day ,  and  Good-Fri - 
day,  the  Prifoners  be  fet  to  Vfork,  after  En¬ 
quiry  into  the  feveral  Occupations  to  which 
they  may  have  been  bred ;  and,  where  ad- 
miffible,  that  the  Prifoner  be  fet  about  the 
Work  to  which  he  or  the  has  been  ac« 
cuftomed. 


REMARK, 

The  good  Senfe  and  Judgment  of  the  Tafk-Mafler 
can  in  no  Inftance  more  evidently  be  fbewn,  than  in 
an  Appropriation  of  the  Labour  to  the  Genius,  Habits, 
and  Experience  of  the  Perfon  about  to  be  employed. 


XXXIV. 

That  the  Prifofiers  of  the  Firft  and  Se¬ 
cond  Clafs  be  allowed  one  Sixth  of  the  Pro¬ 
fits  of  their  Labour ;  and  that  the  Profits  of 
their  Labour  be  applied  one  Sixth  to  the  Pri- 
loner’s  Benefit,  and  the  Remainder  to  go  to 
the  County-Fund. 


D  3 
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REMARK. 

This  Allowance  of  the  Profits  of  Labour  will  be  of 
the  utmoft  Confequence  to  the  Encouragement  of  In- 
duftry  within  the  Walls,  and  to  the  Benefit  of  the 
Party  on  leaving  them. 

XXXV. 

That  one  Half  of  the  Profits  of  the  other 
Prifoners’  Labour  be  applied  to  their  Benefit* 
and  the  other  Half  to  the  County-Stock, 

REMARK. 

This  Difference,  in  the  Allowance  of  the  Proportion 
of  Profit,  appeared  to  be  a  juft  Difcrimination  of  the 
different  Degrees  of  Delinquency  :  thefe  Offenders  may 
in  a  fhort  Time  earn  a  Sum,  which  may  be  of  infinite 
Service  to  them  on  their  Return  to  Society. 

XXXVL 

That  an  Account  be  kept  of  the  Profits 
arifmg  from  the  Labour  of  the  Prifoners ; 
and  that  the  fame  be  paid  to  them  on  their 
-Difcharge,  or  applied  to  their  Benefit,  in 
fueh  Way  as  the  Vifiting-Juftices  (hall  direct 
or  approve. 


REMARK. 
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REMARK. 

This  Regulation,  wliere  the  Number  of  Prifon  er§ 

* 

fo  great,  can  with  Difficulty  be  carried  individually  into 
EfFeCt :  and  the  Purpofe  may  perhaps  be  anfwered,  if 
it  be  confined  to  the  feveral  Clafies,  noticing  fuch,  in 
each  Oafs,  as  are  moft  deferving. 

XXXVII. 

That  at  Twelve  o’Clock  at  Noon,  except 
on  Wednefdays  and  Fridays ,  the  Bell  he 
rung,  and  the  Prifoners  eeafe  from  their 
Work,  and  have  their  Allowance  of  Food  ; 
and  that  at  One  o’Clock  the  next  Bell  be 
rung,  and  their  Work  be  refumedo* 


REMARK. 

This  ffiould  be  as  ftriCtly  regarded,  as  in  the  belt 
regulated  Manufactory;  and  a  particular  Perfon  ought 
to  be  appointed  to  the  Office  of  Bell-ringer,  and  be 
refponfible  for  the  due  Performance  of  it.  It  is  abfo~ 
lutely  neceflary  that  a  Clock,  or  Dial,  fhould  be  placed 
in  fome  confpicuous  Part  of  the  Building, 

XXXVIIL 

That  at  Six  o’Clock  in  the  Summer  half 
Year,  and  at  Sun-iet  in  the  Winter  half  Year, 
the  Bell  be  rung,  as  a  Signal  for  leaving 

D  4  Work ; 
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Work  ;  that  every  Prifoner  be  again  required 
to  be  wafhed ;  that  an  Account  be  taken  of 
the  Work  done,  and  the  Tools,  &c.  be  de¬ 
livered  to  the  Officers  of  the  Prifon,  to  be 
fafely  laid  up  by  them ;  after  which,  the 
Allowance  of  Provifion  is  to  be  delivered  to 
the  Prifoners. 

REMARK, 

Here  is  another  Call  to  that  Attention  to  perfona! 
Cleanlinefs  which  has  been  heretofore  infilled  on. — Not 
only  the  Tools  fhould  be  taken  Care  of,  but  the  wrought 
Materials ;  thqfe  efpecially  which  are  made  from  Hemp 
t>r  Flax  into  Cordage  of  any  Kind. 


XXXIX. 

That  a  Clerk  be  appointed  by  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  and  approved  by  the  Juft  ices  in 
Sefiions,  for  the  Purpofe  of  keeping  the 
Books,  and  performing  inch  other  Duties  as 
the  Governor  ffiall  require. 

REMARK. 

There  will  be  fufficient  Employment  for  one  or  more 
diligent  Clerk  or  Clerks,  if  he  or  they  keep  the  Books, 
make  an  Entry  of  the  Occurrences  in  the  Prifon,  by 
the  Direction  of  the  Governor;  take  an  Account  of 

all 
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all  that  is  brought  into,  or  carried  out  ©f  the  Pff&n* 
and  alfo  of  the  Prifoners’  Labour. 

......  ;  v*':.  i  .  . 

XL. 

THE  CHAPLAIN. 

Much  of  our  Hopes  of  the  Prifoner’s  Re¬ 
formation  will  depend  on  the  Chaplain's  zeal¬ 
ous  and  confcientious,  as  well  as  prudent 
Difcharge  of  his  Duty.  He  will  be  required 
to  read  Prayers,  and  preach  at  leaft  once  on 
every  Sunday ,  and  on  Chrifimas-Day  and 
Good-Friday ,  and  alfo  to  read  the  Morning 
Service  on  Wednefdays  and  Fridays ;  on 
which  Days  the  Bell,  which  on  other  Days 
would  be  rung  at  Twelve  o’Clock,  will  be 
rung  at  half  an  Hour  after  Eleven  o’Clock; 
and  every  Prifoner,  in  Health,  will  be  re¬ 
quired  to  attend.  On  thefe  Occafions  the 
Chaplain,  it  is  hoped,  will  occafionally  deliver 
a  fhort,  but  affectionate  Exhortation  to  the 
Prifoners,  to  confider  their  Situation,  and 
to  form  Refolutions  of  Amendment.  He  is 
alfo  to  attend  fuch  of  the  Prifoners  as  are 
fick,  and  give  them  fuitable  Inftrudffions. 


REMARK. 
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REMARK. 

Zeal  and  Prudence  fo  feldom  are  combined,  that  an 
Union  of  both  in  the  Chaplain’s  Character  cannot  be 
too  highly  refpe&ed  and  efteemed.  The  Perfon  exadtly 
fitted  for  this  important  Situation  is,  indeed,  very  rarely 
to  be  met  with ;  and,  if  found,  the  Law  has  prevented 
the  Magiftrates  from  encouraging  and  rewarding  him 
as  he  deferves.  The  Statute,  22  G.  III.  c.  64,  fixes 
his  Salary  at  ^20.  per  Annum ,  with  this  remarkable 
Provifo,  that  it  fhall  be  in  the  Power  of  the  Magiftrates 
to  dimintjh  the  Salary,  ff  they  fhall  think  proper  :■ 
Surely  there  was  an  Error  in  the  wording  of  this  Claufe  \ 
and  it  was  meant,  that  the  Juftices  might,  if  they 
thought  proper,  increafe  the  Salary,  in  the  Cafe  of  ex¬ 
traordinary  Merit  and  Attention.  The  Exhortation, 
recommended  in  the  latter  Part  of  the  Regulation,  has 
been  delivered  by  the  very  worthy,  able,  and  judicious 
Gentleman,  who  frequently  officiates  gratis  (the  Rev. 
Mr.  Owen)  with  the  beft  poffible  Effect. 

XLI. 

Books  of  moral  and  religious  Inftruftion 
fhall  be  provided,  and  diftributed  by  the 
Chaplain,  at  his  Difcretion,  amongfl:  fuch 
Prifoners  as  can  read  them,  when  they  fhall 
either  exprefs  a  Defire,  or  even  feem  capable 
of  being  benefited  by  them. 


REMARK. 
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REMARK. 

Such  as  are  inclined  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  Offer 
here  made  them,  will  find  many  Hours  of  Leifure  on 
Sundays ,  and  in  Summer,  which  they  may  fpend  with 
great  Advantage,  on  the  Score  of  innocent  Amufement, 
as  well  as  ufeful  Improvement, 

XLIL 

All  indecent  Behaviour  in  the  Chapel,  or 
difrefpedtful  Treatment  of  the  Chaplain,  or 
wilful  fpoiling  of  the  Books  delivered  to  the 
Prifoners,  or  any  wicked  or  profane  Lan¬ 
guage,  fliall  be  punifhed  by  clofe  Confine¬ 
ment,  either  in  their  own,  or  in  dark  Cells, 
according  to  the  Nature  and  Heinoufnefs  of 
the  Offence. 


REMARK. 

\ 

The^Necefiity  of  this  Regulation  arofe  not  only  from 
the  Propriety  of  good  Behaviour  in  the  above-mentioned 
Particulars,  but  alfo  from  obferving  the  horrible  Mifbe- 
haviour  of  Prifoners  in  other  Places  of  Confinement : 
It  is  but  juftice  to  the  Prifoners  under  our  Care  to 
obferve,  that  nothing  can  be  more  orderly,  corre£l, 
and  decent,  than  their  Behaviour  in  Time  of  Divine 
Service. 


XLIII.  In 
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Xliii. 

la  the  Cafe  of  young  Offenders  com¬ 
mitted,  as  Apprentices,  &c.  fome  one  of 
the  more  orderly  Prifoners,  of  the  fame 
Clafs,  fhall  be  employed  to  inftru<5t  them  on 
Sundays ,  and  at  other  proper  Times,  in 
reading ;  and  both  fhall  have  an  Extra-re- 
compence,  the  one  for  learning,  and  the 
other  for  teaching,  at  the  Difcretion  of  the 
Vifiting  Juftices  this  to  be  under  the  Direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Chaplain,  and  the  Degree  of 
Recompence  to  be  regulated  by  his  Report. 

REMARK. 

This  Practice  of  encouraging  Youths  to  learn  to 
read,  has,  in  other  Prifons,  been  attended  with  the  belt 
Effects ;  and  the  Encouragement  here  offered  to  pro¬ 
mote  both  teaching  and  learning,  is  founded  on  Principles 
as  well  of  Policy  as  Humanity. 

‘  XLIV. 

The  Chaplain  fhall  once  in  every  Week 
enter  a  Ihort  Minute  in  the  Journal  of  the 
State  and  Behaviour  of  the  Prifoners. 


REMARK. 


REMARK, 

If  the  Prifoners  are  aware  that  their  Behaviour  is 
not  only  obferyed,  but  will  be  reported,  they  may  be 
induced  to  conduct  themfelves  properly  from  this,  if  not 
from  better  Motives. 

XLV. 

THE  SURGEON, 

To  vifit  the  Prifoners  in  the  fide  Wards 

every  Day,  and  to  enter  a  Minute  of  his 

\ 

Attendance  in  his  Journal ;  and  alfo  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Nature  of  the  Difeafes  of  the 
Prifoners,  with  his  Reafons  for  ordering  an 
Extra- allowance  of  Wine,  Provifions,  & c* 

r  . 

REMARK. 

Fidelity  and  Integrity  in  this  Officer  will  very  much 
affift  the  Governor  in  his  Management  of  the  Pirifon. 
Partiality,  or  Want  of  Judgment,  may  introduce  much 
Jdlenefs  and  Diffimulation  among  the  Prifoners,  and 
occafion  much  needlefs  Expence  to  the  County, 

XLVI. 

To  fuggeft  to  the  Vifiting-Juftices  and 
governor  fuch  Circumftances  as  he  fhall 

V 

think  neceffary  for  the  Promotion  of  Clean- 
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linefs,  and  the  Prefervation  of  the  Health 
of  the  Prifoners,  and  enter  the  fame  in  his 
Minute-Book. 

REMARK. 

In  recommending  and  promoting  the  utmofl  Clean- 
linefs  in  the  Infirmary,  he  will  very  effentially  advance 
and  fecure  the  Healthinefs  of  the  Prifon  in  general. 

CONCLUSION, 

If  any  Rule  or  Order  fhall  be  found,  on 
Experience,  impracticable  or  inexpedient,  the 
fame  may  be  fufpended,  or  relaxed,  by  the 
Vifiting-Juftices,  who  are  required  to  enter  a 
Minute  thereof  in  the  Prifon-Book,  and  re^ 
port  the  fame  to  the  next  Seffion, 

REMARK. 

It  is  perfe&ly  right,  that  thefe  Rules  fhould  be  fubje^t 
to  frequent  Revifion,  Sufpenfion,  and  Relaxation  5  as 
Experience  only  can  point  out  the  Neceffity  of  Changes 
in  the  Syftem. 


